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Johann Cook (University of Stellenbosch) 

EXEGESIS IN THE SEPTUAGINT   

ABSTRACT 
This contribution argues that exegesis took place in the Septuagint on different levels. 
The translation technique followed by translators indeed determined to what extent 
exegesis was included in the LXX. In Genesis some examples are discussed of 
exegetical renderings that are aimed at removing apparent anomalies in the Vorlage. 
In Proverbs three trends are discussed that are related to religionising. 1) by adding 
exegetical renderings stressing the positive (righteousness); 2) the contrary – 
stressing the negative (evil) and finally by deliberate creation of contrasts that have 
no basis in the parent text.  

 

 

Sakkie Cornelius (University of Stellenbosch) 

A PRELIMINARY TYPOLOGY FOR THE FEMALE 
PLAQUE FIGURINES AND THEIR VALUE FOR THE 
RELIGION OF ANCIENT PALESTINE AND JORDAN  

ABSTRACT 

This article looks at  female terracotta plaques from Palestine and Jordan. These 
have been studied from the pioneering works of Pilz and Pritchard to the contribution 
of Zevit. The author is at present producing a detailed updated source catalogue for 
these plaque figurines. A preliminary typology for the plaques identified five types: 
arms extended, hand(s) holding breast(s), arms in other positions, holding a child and 
holding a disk. These terracottas are important sources for visible religion because 
they reflect popular religion. Only one type, the figure holding plants, can be 
identified with a known goddess with certainty. It depicts the goddess Qedeshet, who 
was a "mistress of animals". 

 

 



Dirk Human (University of Pretoria) 

YAHWEH, THE ISRAELITE HIGH GOD BENDS DOWN 
TO UPLIFT THE DOWNTRODDEN: PERSPECTIVES 

ON THE INCOMPARABILITY OF YAHWEH IN PSALM 
113 

ABSTRACT  
The purpose of this article is to interpret the text of Psalm 113 theologically as a 
portrayal of the Israelite God, Yahweh. In order to do this the composition of the text, 
its genre and literary context, text analysis, dating and theological relevance have 
been investigated. 

Yahweh is depicted in Psalm 113 as an incomparable God. He is king, creator and 
God of justice. In this hymn there is a call on his servants to praise him. He deserves 
praise because he stoops down as enthroned king to uplift the destitute and 
downtrodden. This unexpected and unequalled deed by this exalted divine royalty of 
elevating the needy and the despised greatly enhances Yahweh's character. He is 
simultaneously transcendent and immanent of nature. 

Wordplay, the presence of sun imagery and the function of the rhetorical question 
in the psalm that depicts Yahweh as an incomparable God, are all allusions to 
polemical attitudes that surfaced with respect to Yahweh and other ancient Near 
Eastern deities. Yahweh's kingship surpasses that of Shamash, Baal, Marduk, 
Re/Amun-Re or Ilu (El). For this he should be praised. 

 

 

Louis Jonker (University of Stellenbosch) 

ANOTHER LOOK AT THE PSALM HEADINGS: 
OBSERVATIONS ON THE MUSICAL TERMINOLOGY 

ABSTRACT 
This article, which builds upon my previous study on the Psalm headings, focuses on 
the use of musical terminology in the Psalm superscriptions. The distribution of these 
terms is observed in the Psalter, as well as in the rest of the Old Testament. From the 
patterns of distribution, certain conclusions are drawn with regard to the possible 
origin and function of these headings. 

 



 

Jacobus Naudé (University of the Free State) 

A PERSPECTIVE ON THE CHRONOLOGICAL 
FRAMEWORK OF BIBLICAL HEBREW 

ABSTRACT 
Hebrew is traditionally divided into chronological periods corresponding to the 
different linguistic corpora, namely pre-exilic or Early Biblical Hebrew, post-exilic or 
Late Biblical Hebrew, Qumran Hebrew, Mishnaic Hebrew, etc. In recent years this 
chronological framework has been challenged and a new agenda has been set for the 
next phase of the debate. This agenda is outlined and assessed within the assumptions 
of language change and diffusion. 

 

 

Philip Nel (University of the Free State) 
PSALM 19: THE UNBEARABLE LIGHTNESS OF 

PERFECTION  

ABSTRACT 
It is argued in this article that the three stanzas of Ps 19 make perfect sense as a 
poetic composition. The text is closely knit and multivalent, but two important 
complementary themes dominate the poem, viz. the revealing voice of creation and of 
Law, as well as the absolute perfection of these two themes, juxtaposed with the 
imperfect human realisation of this. Consequently, the blameworthiness and 
sinfulness of man are not only set off against the radiance and perfection of creation 
and Law (the revelation through nature and Law), but this condition paradoxically 
also paves the way for the imperfect "revelation" of the human voice. The fact that 
man can by no means aspire to perfection provides no impediment for him to voice his 
esteem for the glory of God, provided he complies with the prerequisites of prayer 
and petition. This interpretation of Ps 19 establishes this psalm as one of the most 
individualistic and reflective of the psalms, and supports its presumably late origin – 
at least subsequent to the tradition of Sirach. 

 



 

Christo van der Merwe (University of Stellenbosch) 

TOWARDS A PRINCIPLED WORKING MODEL FOR 
BIBLICAL HEBREW LEXICOLOGY  

ABSTRACT   

The challenges that face BH lexicology are enormous. It is hypothesised in this paper 
that one of the complicating factors in this regard is the inadequacies of the semantic 
models that underpin existing dictionaries as well as current lexicographical projects. 
The grounds of this hypothesis are substantiated by means of a critical review of a 
number of existing dictionaries. From these critical reviews it is evident that recent 
insights into the ways that humans process meaning challenge BH lexicologists to go 
beyond the description of the syntagmatic distributional patterns associated with BH 
lexemes or the construction of inductively formulated semantic fields. However, the 
application of insights from these developments in the field of cognitive semantics 
poses a new set of problems. The contribution of De Blois in this regard is discussed. 
It is concluded that De Blois's approach may be regarded as a well-justified attempt 
to meet many of the challenges of BH lexicology in the 21st century. This will be the 
case to an even greater extent if a few unsettled issues can be addressed. 

 

 

Harry van Rooy (North-West University: Potchefstroom Campus) 

A NEW CRITICAL EDITION OF THE HEBREW BIBLE 

ABSTRACT 
The critical text of Ezekiel is currently being prepared for the Oxford Hebrew Bible 
project. This project has as its aim to reconstruct an 'original' text, or rather to 
provide an eclectic text containing the readings preferred by the individual editor. 
This article deals with issues related to the work on Ezekiel, with special attention to 
the questions raised by the Septuagint and Peshitta. An example is provided of a 
proposed text of Ezekiel 1:1-9, with a discussion of relevant examples from this 
passage. This article deals with recent developments in editorial policy as well. 

Daan Pienaar (University of the Free State) 



SOME OBSERVATIONS ON CONQUEST REPORTS IN 
THE BOOK OF JOSHUA  

ABSTRACT 
This paper considers some aspects of the Israelite settlement of the land as reported 
in the book of Joshua. One of the subjects discussed is how the MT and LXX texts can 
be reconciled with the results of archaeological research. Some of the passages 
examined are Joshua 2:15(b), 18(a), 6:1 and 8:3. Different aspects (biblical and 
extra-biblical textual evidence), iconography and the results of archaeological 
research (especially with regard to important cities mentioned in Joshua) are taken 
into consideration. It is concluded that the aim of these reports was not to present an 
accurate historical picture, but to give expression to the faith of the people. 
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